MEMORANDUM

Date: February 15, 2016

To: Mayor, Council and City Administration
From: Harvey E. Sprafka m)ab-'

Subject: 2015 Brooks Garden financials

This document is my 2015 financial report (calendar year) for Brooks Garden as well as
background information and future plans for the pocket park.

Because of the City’s new council members - who may or may not know much about
Brooks Garden or how the park came to be - | will give you some cursory information related to
its creation and development.

In August 2009, the Knoxville City Council approved the pocket park concept that | had
brought to the council table, as well as my landscape design to convert the Coastal Mart site at
the corner of Main and Roche to a pocket park, turning an eyesore into an attractive entrance
to the downtown district. During the council meeting | told the city officials that | would build
and maintain the grounds, which I’'ve done since its inception. Additionally, | said | would seek
grants and garner funds for the project, which | started doing later that fall. We were awarded
four non-matching grants and received funds from community entities that totaled $13,575.00.
First year expenses totaled $13,517.59. The following is a list of major funders of the project:

Knoxville Heritage Community Foundation $9,200.00
Pella Rolscreen Foundation 2,000.00
Trees Forever (Alliant Energy) 1,200.00
MidAmerican Energy (Trees Please) 1,000.00

After the park was constructed and dedicated, | received several donations from area
citizens. The community’s generous support continues to this day. Two groups that | want to
recognize are Eta Lambda Sorority and the Knoxville Federated Garden Club. They continue to
provide annual funding for the park. Stephanie Brooks was a member of the Eta Lambda
Sorority. Several individuals have also contributed to the ongoing operation of the park.
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The iron sculpture in the park’s circular flower bed was created, donated and installed
by former council member David Roozeboom.

In June 2010, | asked the Knoxville City Council to name the park Brooks Garden. The
council granted my request and the park was dedicated on July 24, 2010. Brooks Garden
honors two outstanding public servants who had passed away in recent years. Stephanie
Brooks was a longtime employee — more than thirty years - with the Knoxville Police
Department. Her husband, David, had been in charge of the City’s parks and cemetery for
more than thirty-five years. He also had been a member of the Knoxville Fire Department and
Rescue Department for several years.

On January 1, 2015 the Brooks Garden account had a beginning balance of $789.24.
The ending balance on December 31, 2015 was $559.24. As of this date, however, the fund has
grown to $659.24. A couple weeks ago | received a $100.00 donation from the Knoxville
Federated Garden Club. I’'m confident we’ll receive additional funding from clubs and residents
in the coming months.

| want to recognize and thank our public works employees. They’ve provided invaluable
assistance whenever I've called on them to haul away garden waste or to string and remove
Christmas lights at the top level of the evergreen tree to where | could complete the tasks.
Additionally, starting this spring park personnel will take over the mowing duties; however, I'll
continue to groom the flower beds, maintain the garden site, and prepare the park for the
Christmas season — stringing and removing Christmas lights on the flowering crab apple trees
and the Japanese tree lilac and the bottom two-thirds of the Christmas tree.

Soon it will be time to get the park ready for 2016 growing season. Later this month I'll
do some selective pruning on the park’s trees and shrubs. A few weeks later I'll remove the old
growth of the perennial flowers and winter’s litter in Brooks Garden. The park’s perennial
flowers — daylilies, sedum, German and Siberian iris, hostas, black-eyed Susans, and Shasta
daisies in the east side shrub border — were planted with divisions from my home gardens. [’ll
be dividing the park’s plants this spring. The divisions could be planted at other City of
Knoxville sites. I've already started planning/designing and selecting annual flowers for the
garden’s three flower beds and the two large planters near the alley at the north end of the
park. In mid-May I'll amend the soil in the flower beds, plant the annual flowers, and apply
mulch. I'll also fertilize and water the flowers during the growing season when needed.

Soon it will be spring and once again Brooks Garden will be alive with fragrant, blooming
trees and shrubs and colorful flower beds.



